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In
Our
Midst

Prints
Prince of

Jordan Schnitzer’s passion for art can be traced back to 
his childhood when his mother started taking art classes. 
The young Schnitzer was either surrounded by canvases 
and pastels or was babysat by young artists in the Portland 
area, where he grew up and currently lives part time. 

Art surrounded him at an early age. 
His mother later opened her own 
contemporary art gallery. Through 
his mother’s encouragement, and 
generous payment plan, at 14 he 
invested $60 in a print that set the base 
for an expansive print collection now 
used as a teaching tool to get more art 
into communities. 

“I’m all for everyone enjoying 
art,” Schnitzer said at his part-time 
residence in Indian Wells. “What I’m 
doing, aside from loving all the art 
that I have, I’m building a teaching 
collection in essence. I’m building a 
public program.”

What started as purchasing prints 
sporadically over a few years’ time 
became a collection of more than 
8,000, which includes artists like Kara 
Walker, Andy Warhol, Hung Liu and 
Bruce Nauman. 

To further his mission to share art 
with the community, he began the 
Jordan Schnitzer Family Foundation 
to make collections available to 
interested museums. There have been 
90 exhibitions hosted at 60 museums, 
which come at no cost to the museum. 

What moves Schnitzer, 63, most is 
how interpretations are endless. 

“The reason why we experience art 
so differently is because we’re all such 
different people,” he said. “That’s why 
art is so wonderful.”

Although Schnitzer, who heads 
the family’s real estate investment 
company, sees the cultural and 
historical importance of original 
artworks, he prefers collecting prints in 
multiples. Purchasing originals, he said, 
has become the “sport of kings.”

“I love the medium of work on 
paper. There are so many exciting 
things that can be done,” said 
Schnitzer. “And, they’re affordable.”

The collection continues to grow; 
Schnitzer has no plans to stop. And, 
after all of these years, his artwork has 
become part of the family. 

“Walking into a gallery is like walking 
into a party of friends,” said Schnitzer. 
“When you’re lucky enough to have art 
around you, as everyone should, you 
develop a very intimate relationship 
with the work and in essence, with the 
personality behind the work.
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